National Court of Appeal

The Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana has urged the Government to seriously
consider Attorney General K.K.Venugopal’s suggestion to restructure the judiciary to
include four National Courts of Appeals.

e He remarked that the judicial structure has remained stagnant since Independence
and with four appellate courts, pendency will be remarkably reduced.

About the National Court of Appeal:

The National Court Appeal with regional benches in Chennai, Mumbai and Kolkata is
meant to act as final court of justice in dealing with appeals from the decisions of the
High Courts and tribunals within their region in civil, criminal, labour and revenue
matters.

e In such a scenario, a much-relieved Supreme Court of India situated in Delhi would
only hear matters of constitutional law and public law.
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NASA’s Perseverance rover

NASA'’s Perseverance Mars Rover has made a video of the 13th flight of the Ingenuity
Mars Helicopter sent by the agency.

About Perseverance Rover:

It was launched in 2020 aboard a United Launch Alliance Atlas V.

Why is this mission significant?

1. It carried a unique instrument, MOXIE or Mars Oxygen ISRU Experiment: which for
the first time manufactured molecular oxygen on Mars using carbon dioxide from the
carbon-dioxide-rich atmosphere (ISRU means In Situ Resource Utilization: or the use
of local resources to meet human needs or requirements of the spacecraft).

It carried Ingenuity, the first ever helicopter to fly on Mars.

It is the planned first step to bring back rock samples from Mars for analysis in
sophisticated laboratories on Earth: with the goal of looking for biosignatures: or
signatures of present or past life.
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These are some of the key mission objectives:

1. Look for signs of ancient microbial life.
2. Collect Martian rock and dust samples for later return to Earth.



3. Deliver an experimental helicopter.
4. Study the climate and geology of Mars.
5. Demonstrate technology for future Mars missions.

What is the reason for the near-term interest in Mars?

1. Mars is located in the very near backyard (about 200 million km away).

2. ltis a planet that humans can aspire to visit or to stay for a longer duration.

3. Mars had flowing water and an atmosphere in the distant past: and perhaps
conditions to support life.

4. It also has implications for commercial travel.
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InFinity Forum

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will inaugurate InFinity Forum, athought leadership
Forum on FinTech, on 3rd December, 2021.

The event is being hosted by International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA), under
the aegis of Government of India in collaboration with GIFT City and Bloomberg on December
3 and 4, 2021. Indonesia, South Africa and the U.K. are partner countries in the first edition of
the Forum.

InFinity Forum will bring together the leading minds of the world in policy, business, and
technology to discuss and come up with actionable insight into how technology and innovation
can be leveraged by the FinTech industry for inclusive growth and serving humanity at large.

The agenda of the Forum will focus on the theme of 'Beyond'; with various sub themes
including FinTech beyond boundaries, with governments and businesses focussing beyond the
geographical boundaries in the development of global stack to promote financial inclusiveness;
FinTech beyond Finance, by having convergence with emerging areas such as SpaceTech,
GreenTech and AgriTech to drive sustainable development; and FinTech Beyond Next, with
focus on how Quantum Computing could impact the nature of Fintech industry in the future and
promote new opportunities.

The forum will witness participation from over 70 countries. Key speakers at the Forum includes
Finance Minister of Malaysia Tengku Mr. Zafrul Aziz, Finance Minister of Indonesia Ms Sri
Mulyani Indrawati, Minister of Creative Economy Indonesia Mr. Sandiaga S Uno, Chairman and
MD, Reliance Industries Mr. Mukesh Ambani, Chairman & CEO SoftBank Group Corp. Mr.
Masayoshi Son, Chairman and CEO, IBM Corporation Mr. Arvind Krishna, MD and CEO Kotak
Mahindra Bank Limited Mr. Uday Kotak, among others. NITI Aayog, Invest India, FICCI and
NASSCOM are some of the key partners to this year's Forum.



About IFSCA

The International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA), headquartered at GIFT
City, Gandhinagar Gujarat, has been established under the International Financial Services
Centres Authority Act, 2019. It works as a unified authority for the development and regulation
of financial products, financial services and financial institutions in the International Financial
Services Centre (IFSC) in India. At present, the GIFT IFSC is the maiden international financial
services centre in India.
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Index of Eight Core Industries

The Office of Economic Adviser, Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) is releasing Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI) for the Month of October, 2021.1CI
measures combined and individual performance of production in selected eight core
industries viz. Coal, Crude Oil, Natural Gas, Refinery Products, Fertilizers, Steel, Cement
and Electricity.The Eight Core Industries comprise 40.27 percent of the weight of items
included in the Index of Industrial Production (IIP). Details of yearly and monthly indices
and growth rates are provided at Annex I & II respectively.

The combined Index of Eight Core Industries stood at 136.2 in October 2021,
which increased by7.5 per cent (provisional) as compared to the Index ofOctober 2020. The
production of Coal, Natural Gas, Refinery Products, Fertilizers,Steel, Cement and
Electricity industries increased in October 2021 over the corresponding periodof last year.

Final growth rate of Index of Eight Core Industries for July 2021 is revised to 9.9%from its
provisional level 9.4%. The growth rate of ICI during April-October2021-22 was 15.1% (P)
as compared to the corresponding period of lastFY.

The summary of the Index of Eight Core Industries is given below:

Coal —Coal production (weight: 10.33 per cent) increased by 14.6 percent in October,2021
overOctober,2020. Its cumulative index increased by 12.2 per cent during April to
October,2021-22 over corresponding period of the previous year.

Crude Oil-Crude Oil production (weight: 8.98 per cent) declined by 2.2 percent in October,



2021 over October,2020. Its cumulative index declined by 2.8 percent during April to October,
2021-220ver the corresponding period of previous year.

Natural Gas - Natural Gas production (weight: 6.88 per cent) increased by 25.8 per cent in
October, 2021over October, 2020. Its cumulative index increased by 22.6 per cent during April
to October, 2021-22 over the corresponding period of previous year.

Petroleum Refinery Products—Petroleum Refinery production (weight: 28.04 per cent)
increased by 14.4 per cent in October, 2021 over October, 2020. Its cumulative index increased
by 11.7 per cent during April to October, 2021-220ver the corresponding period of previous
year.

Fertilizers — Fertilizers production (weight: 2.63 per cent) increased by0.04 percent in
October, 2021 over October, 2020. Its cumulative index decreased by 1.1 per cent during April
to October, 2021-22 over the corresponding period of previous year.

Steel —Steel production (weight: 17.92 per cent) increased by 0.9 per cent in October, 2021
over October, 2020. Its cumulative index increased by 28.6 percent during April to October,
2021-22 over the corresponding period of previous year.

Cement —Cement production (weight: 5.37 per cent) increased by 14.5 percent in October,
2021 over October, 2020. Its cumulative index increased by 33.6 per cent during April to
October, 2021-22 over the corresponding period of previous year.

Electricity —Electricity generation (weight: 19.85 per cent) increased by 2.8percent in October,
2021 over October,2020. Its cumulative index increased by 11.3 per cent during April to
October, 2021-22 over the corresponding period of previous year.
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Wanchuwa festival

e  Wanchuwa festival is celebrated by Tiwa tribesmen to mark their good harvest.



e It comes with songs, dances, a bunch of rituals and people clad in their native attires.

e The people of Tiwa tribe associate the bountiful harvest with the higher power from
nature. This takes the form of pigs’ skulls and bones which act as deities and are
preserved through many generations.

e Tiwa also known as Lalung is indigenous community inhabiting the states of Assam
and Meghalaya and are also found in some parts of Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur.
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Veer Savarkar

Central Information Commissioner (CIC) Uday Mahurkar recently said the era of V D
Savarkar, known as the architect of Hindutva ideology, has already set in in India and
that his personality is above Bharat Ratna, the highest civilian honour.

What’s the issue?

A quote attributed to Savarkar has been going around in academic circles which shows
that Savarkar supported Jinnah’s two nation theory.

e However experts are of the opinion that while Jinnah wanted partition, Savarkar
wanted Territorial Integrity of India.

e Jinnah wanted minority representation while Savarkar wanted Majority rule.

e Jinnah wanted residuary powers to reside in the provinces but Savarkar wanted them
to reside in Centre.

e Jinnah wanted reservation in recruitment to civil/public service while Savarkar wanted
merit to be the sole criterion.

Who is Veer Savarkar?

Born on May 28, 1883 in Bhagur, a city in Maharashtra’s Nashik.



Nationalism and social reforms:

e Formed a youth organization- Mitra Mela, this organization was put into place to
bring in national and revolutionary ideas.

e He was against foreign goods and propagated the idea of Swadeshi.

¢ He championed atheism and rationality and also disapproved orthodox Hindu belief.
In fact, he even dismissed cow worship as superstitious.

e He also Worked on abolishment of untouchability in Ratnagiri. Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar also compared his work to Lord Buddha.

e Vinayak Savarkar was a president of Hindu Mahasabha from 1937 to 1943.

e When congress ministries offered resignation on 22nd oct 1939, Hindu mahaasabha
under his leadership cooperated with Muslim league to form government in provinces
like Sindh, Bengal and NWFP.

e In Pune, Savarkar founded the “Abhinav Bharat Society”.

e He joined Tilak’s Swaraj Party.

¢ He founded the Free India Society. The Society celebrated important dates on the
Indian calendar including festivals, freedom movement landmarks, and was dedicated
to furthering discussion about Indian freedom.

e He believed and advocated the use of arms to free India from the British and created
a network of Indians in England, equipped with weapons.

Important works:

1. Book- The History of the war of Indian Independence.
2. An armed revolt against the Morley-Minto reform.
3. Two-nation theory in his book ‘Hindutva’.
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J&K’s Roshni Act

A year after the High Court struck down the Roshni Act, the Jammu and Kashmir
government has now begun an exercise to retrieve the land granted under this Act to
beneficiaries.

Background:

There are allegations related to irregularities in the implementation of the Jammu and
Kashmir States Land (vesting of ownership to the occupants) Act, also known
as Roshini Act, which has now been declared null and void.

e On November 1, 2020, the Union Territory administration cancelled all land transfers
that took place under the JK State Land (Vesting of Ownership to the Occupants) Act,
2001.

About the Roshini Act:



Enacted in 2001, the law sought to regularise unauthorised land.

The Act envisaged the transfer of ownership rights of state land to its occupants,
subject to the payment of a cost, as determined by the government.

e The government said the revenue generated would be spent on commissioning
hydroelectric power projects, hence the name “Roshni”.

e Further, through amendments, the government also gave ownership rights of
agricultural land to farmers occupying it for free, charging them only Rs 100 per
kanal as documentation fee.

Why it was scrapped?

e In 2009, the State Vigilance Organisation registered an FIR against several
government officials for alleged criminal conspiracy to illegally possess and vest
ownership of state land to occupants who did not satisfy criteria under the Roshni
Act.

e In 2014, a report by the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) estimated that
against the targeted Rs 25,000 crore, only Rs 76 crore had been realised from the
transfer of encroached land between 2007 and 2013, thus defeating the purpose of
the legislation.

e The report blamed irregularities including arbitrary reduction in prices fixed by a
standing committee, and said this was done to benefit politicians and affluent people.
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“Story of World’s Largest Democracy’s
Election”

The Election Commission of India in association with the High Commission of
India, Pretoria; Consulate General of India, Johannesburg and Electoral
Commission of South Africa, participated in an international virtual seminar

on “Story of World’s Largest Democracy’s Election” in India on



30™ November 2021. The Webinar was attended by over 50 participants from the
Indian diaspora, academicians and students from different universities in South
Africa.

In his keynote Address, Shri Sushil Chandra, Chief Election Commissioner of
India stated that conducting elections in India is a mammoth task with over 937
million registered electors in the country by now. He added that ECI sets up
polling booths within walking distance of every village, hamlet and habitation with
the aim of ‘No Voter to be Left Behind’. While sharing the experience of
conducting elections in six states amidst the COVID pandemic, Shri Chandra
mentioned several initiatives adapted to ensure smooth conduct of elections despite
challenges posed. He highlighted steps like curtailing the maximum number of
voters at a polling station from 1500 to 1000 and extending polling hours by an
hour in order to decongest polling spaces; postal ballot facility for 80+ senior
citizens, PwDs and COVID affected individuals where ECI literally brought the
polling station to their doorstep. Shri Sushil Chandra also gave an insight into the
participation of women in Indian elections, which has seen remarkable increase
over the years.

ECl is presently the Chair of Association of World Election Bodies where EC
of South Africa is the Vice Chair of AWEB. The Election Commission of India
and Electoral Commission of South Africa enjoy warm and friendly relations.
Both the institutions signed a Memorandum of Understanding in October 2011 for
mutual cooperation in the field of Electoral Management and

Administration. Under this framework, both the EMBs have exchanged good
practices from time to time in different fields of Electoral Management.

A short film titled ‘Making of Indian Constitution’ to commemorate the
Constitution Day was also screened during the webinar.
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Representation of Women in Panchayat
System

Article 243D of the Constitution of India provides for not less than one-third reservation for
women out of total number of seats to be filled by direct election and number of offices of
chairpersons of Panchayats. However, as per the information available with the Ministry, 21
States namely, Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, Uttarakhand and West Bengal, have made
provision of 50% reservation for women in Panchayati Raj Institutions in their respective State
Panchayati Raj Acts. In respect of remaining States, Constitutional provision as prescribed in
Article 243D applies.



‘Panchayat’, being ‘Local Government’, is a State subject and part of Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution. Accordingly, all Panchayat related matters, including representation of women in
Panchayat systems, are governed by the respective State Panchayati Raj Acts and rules, subject
to the provisions of the Constitution. However, Government has been encouraging increased
involvement of women in the functioning of Panchayats through active participation in the Gram
Sabha meetings for preparation of Gram Panchayat Development Plans and various schemes
being implemented by the Panchayats. This Ministry has also issued advisories to the States to
facilitate holding of separate Ward Sabha and MahilaSabha meetings prior to Gram Sabha
meetings, enhancing the presence and participation of women in Gram Sabha and Panchayat
meetings, allocation of Panchayat funds for women centric activities, combating the evil of
women trafficking, female foeticide, child marriage etc.

Article 280 (3) (bb) of the Constitution of India provides for the Finance Commission to make
recommendations regarding the measures needed to augment the Consolidated Fund of a State to
supplement the resources of the Panchayats in the State on the basis of the recommendations
made by the Finance Commission of the State. Accordingly, to improve the functioning of
Panchayati Raj Institutions, including women related activities; funds have been recommended
by Central Finance Commissions successively.
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Barbados becomes the World’s newest republic

Barbados has become the World’s newest republic, around 400 years after it became a
British colony. Barbados is said to have been made a ‘slave society by the British. It first
became an English colony in 1625. It gained its independence in 1966. Barbados, the
Caribbean Island nation, removed Queen Elizabeth Il as the head of the state.

Dame Sandra Prunella Mason took over as the President of Barbados. He was selected to
become the first president of Barbados in October 2021. He was selected as President of
Barbados, at a joint meeting of both the Houses of Parliament of Barbados. His name was
announced by Speaker of the House of Assembly, Arthur Holder.

Barbados Capital: Bridgetown;
Barbados Currency: Barbados Dollar.
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Varanasi became 1st Indian city to start Ropeway Service

Varanasi, a city in Uttar Pradesh is all set to become the first Indian city to start ropeway
service as a mode of public transport in order to ease the traffic congestion. The proposed
ropeway will be constructed between Cantt Railway Station (Varanasi Junction) to Church
Square (Godauliya) covering an aerial distance of 3.45 km. Its outlay is over Rs 400 crore
which is divided between Central Government and State Government at 80:20. India will be the
third country in the world after Bolivia and Mexico to use a ropeway for public transport.
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Lionel Messi Wins A Seventh Ballon d’Or

Lionel Messi has won the Ballon d’Or for a seventh time after being named as the best
player in 2021 by France Football. Messi scored 41 goals and registered 17 assists in 56
appearances in all competitions for club and country and led Argentina to a long-awaited Copa
America win in the summer. Messi also won in 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, and in 2015. The 34-
year-old scored 38 goals in 48 games last season for Barcelona and won the Copa del Rey
before captaining Argentina to Copa America glory in July.

Ballon d’Or 2021 Winners:

Ballon d’Or (Men): Lionel Messi (PSG/Argentina)

Club of the year: Chelsea Football Club

Yashin Trophy for best goalkeeper: Gianluigi Donnarumma (PSG/Italy)
Ballon d’Or (Women): Alexia Putellas (Barcelona/Spain)

Striker of the year: Robert Lewandowski (Bayern Munich/Poland)
Kopa Trophy for best young male player: Pedri (Barcelona/Spain)
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BSF celebrates 57th Raising Day on December 01, 2021

The Border Security Force (BSF) is celebrating its 57th Raising Day on 01 December

2021. BSF was formed on December 1, 1965 as a unified central agency after the Indo-Pak
and India-China wars for ensuring the security of the borders of India and for matters connected
therewith. It is one of the five Central Armed Police Forces of the Union of India and stands as
the world’s largest border guarding force. BSF has been termed as the First Line of Defence
of Indian Territories.

BSF Director General: Pankaj Kumar Singh;
BSF Headquarters: New Delhi.
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1st ever Aharbal Festival held in J&K to promote tourism

Kulgam district administration and the Department of Tourism, Jammu & Kashmir organized
the 1st ever Aharbal Festival at Kulgam, J & K to promote tourism in Kashmir, particularly at
the Aharbal waterfall. Aharbal falls, also known as “Niagara Falls” of Kashmir, is a hill station
in the southwestern part of Kashmir Valley in the Jammu and Kashmir.

The department organized the 1st ever Lolab festival, a one-day festival at Chandigam Lolab in
north Kashmir's Kupwara district, J&K, and Doodhpathri Festival, a 3-day tourism festival at
Budgam, J&K, to promote Doodhpathri as an attractive tourist destination.
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World Aids Day 2021

Since 1988, World AIDS Day has been observed to spread awareness about this
life-threatening condition caused by the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). It

is also observed to extend support to those who are fighting AIDS.

World AIDS Day is observed with a new theme every year and this year's theme

“End inequalities. End AIDS” is aimed at WHO and its partner organisations
highlighting the need for a special focus on reaching people left behind. It is

calling on global leaders to rally to end inequalities that drive AIDS.
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Mission Indradhanush (IMl) 3.0

Two rounds of Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) 3.0 of 15 days’ duration were
conducted recently, to reach out to the pregnant women and children who missed
vaccination under routine immunisation programmes in 250 districts across 29
states/UTs.

e During Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) 3.0 around 9.5 lakh children and 2.2
lakh pregnant women were vaccinated.

e Various States and UTs have started implementation of the Intensified Mission
Indradhanush 3.0.

About IMI 3.0:

It is a campaign aimed to reach those children and pregnant women who have been
missed out or been left out of the Routine Immunisation Programme.

e This is aimed to accelerate the full immunisation of children and pregnant women
through a mission mode intervention.

e The first phase has been rolled out from 22nd Feb. for 15 days,

e Itis being conducted in pre-identified 250 districts/urban areas across 29
States/UTs in the country.



e Beneficiaries from migration areas and hard to reach areas will be targeted as
they may have missed their vaccine doses during the pandemic.

Classification of districts:

As per the guidelines released for IMI 3.0, the districts have been classified to reflect
313 low risk; 152 medium risk; and 250 high risk districts.

What is the Mission Indradhanush?

‘Mission Indradhanush’ was launched by the Government of India in Decmber 2014.

e |t was aimed to strengthen and re-energize the programme and achieve full
immunization coverage for all children and pregnant women.

e The ultimate goal of Mission Indradhanush is to ensure full immunization with all
available vaccines for children up to two years of age and pregnant women.
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MISSION INDRADHAMNUSH
ENSURING FULL IMMUNIZATION
COVERAGE TO CHILDREN

Four phases of Mission Indradhanush completed in 528 districts

More than 2.47 crore children and around 67 lakh pregnant
women vaccinated

INntensified Mission Indradhanush drives starting from
7th October 2017
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Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMl) 2.0:

‘Intensified Mission Indradhanush 2.0‘was launched on October 31, 2019 to ensure
that not a single child in the country misses out on vaccination.

e It had a special focus on improving coverage in areas with “low” immunisation.

e Through ‘IMI 2.0°, the health ministry aims to reach each and every child below
the age of two years and all pregnant women still uncovered/partially covered in
271 districts of the country.

The Mission Indradhanush aims to cover all those children who are either
unvaccinated, or are partially vaccinated against vaccine preventable diseases.



India’s Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP) provide free vaccines against 12
life threatening diseases, to 26 million children annually. The Universal
Immunization Programme provides life-saving vaccines to all children across the
country free of cost to protect them against Tuberculosis, Diphtheria, Pertussis,
Tetanus, Polio, Hepatitis B, Pneumonia and Meningitis due to Haemophilus
Influenzae type b (Hib), Measles, Rubella, Japanese Encephalitis (JE) and
Rotavirus diarrhoea. (Rubella, JE and Rotavirus vaccine in select states and
districts).
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Parker Solar Probe

The NASA probe recently made an extremely close encounter with the Sun. The probe
was just 5.3 million miles away from the surface of our star and passed by at a
ridiculous speed of 363,660 mph, making it the fastest artificial object ever created.

e Additionally, the Parker Solar Probe also broke the record for the closest satellite to
survive a near pass of the Sun.

What next?

The probe will continue to orbit and increasingly get closer to the Sun, eventually
coming within 4.3 million miles from the surface at speeds above 430,000 mph. With
each pass, the probe collects valuable data about our star and relays the information



back to Earth for scientists to interpret. Information regarding solar wind, and the
amount of dust particles in the area are two main sets of data the probe collects.

SglapProbe

About the mission:

e NASA's historic_Parker Solar Probe mission will revolutionize our understanding of
the sun, where changing conditions can propagate out into the solar system, affecting
Earth and other worlds.

e Parker Solar Probe will travel through the sun’s atmosphere, closer to the surface
than any spacecraft before it, facing brutal heat and radiation conditions — and
ultimately providing humanity with the closest-ever observations of a star.

Journey:

e In order to unlock the mysteries of the sun’s atmosphere, Parker Solar Probe will use
Venus’ gravity during seven flybys over nearly seven years to gradually bring its orbit
closer to the sun.



e The spacecraft will fly through the sun’s atmosphere as close as 3.9 million miles to
our star’s surface, well within the orbit of Mercury and more than seven times closer
than any spacecraft has come before.

Parker Solar Probe has three detailed science objectives:

1. Trace the flow of energy that heats and accelerates the solar corona and solar wind.

2. Determine the structure and dynamics of the plasma and magnetic fields at the
sources of the solar wind.

3. Explore mechanisms that accelerate and transport energetic particles.
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Sweden elects 1st Female Prime Minister Magdalena
Andersson

The former Finance Minister of Sweden, Eva Magdalena Andersson from the Social
Democratic Party (SDP) won her 2nd election and became the 1st female Prime Minister
(PM) of Sweden. On 24 November 2021, she was first elected as the PM but later resigned
after her coalition partner (Green Party) quit the government and the budget failed to pass.
Swedan’s Parliament is known as Riksdag. Sweden is the last Nordic country to get a female
Prime Minister.

About the Magdalena Andersson:



Magdalena Andersson was born on 23 January 1967. She is a 54-year-old Swedish politician
and economist serving as the PM from the Social Democratic Party or SDP.

She began her political career as a political adviser to then PM Goran Persson in 1996 and then
as Director of Planning.

In 2004 she began to work in the Ministry of Finance as State Secretary.

She became the head of the SDP on November 4, 2021. She is the second woman leader of
the SDP.

Sweden Capital: Stockholm;
Sweden Currency: Swedish krona
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V Praveen Rao wins 7th Dr. M.S. Swaminathan Award for
2017-19

Vice-Chancellor (VC) of Professor Jayashankar Telangana State Agricultural University, V
Praveen Rao wins the 7th Dr M S Swaminathan Award for the period 2017-19. It is a biennial
national (every 2 years) award that was presented by the retired ICAR (Indian Council of
Agricultural Research) Employees Association (RICAREA) and Nuziveedu Seeds Limited. It
carries a cash prize of INR 2 lakh and a citation.

Highlights of the award:

The Selection Committee, headed by former ICAR Director-General, RS Paroda has
decided to select V Praveen Rao for the award recognising his contributions in the fields
of ‘agricultural research, teaching, extension and administration’. Praveen Rao handled
13 research and 6 consultancy projects on micro-irrigation in India, Israel and South

Africa.



About Dr M S Swaminathan Award :

e This prestigious award was instituted in 2004 in honour of Dr M.S. Swaminathan the main

architect of India’s Green Revolution.

e This award is a lifetime achievement award for outstanding contributions to agricultural research

and development and for overall food security and sustainability of agriculture.

e The award is open to all, irrespective of his/her nationality.

dr 9gdIoT TG o Sfiar 7ar 3. UA.TH. 2017-19 &
foT TarddYs qiEnR

WHEY SR 9T o HiY feaiacarey &
Fodid (9, d 94T U F 2017-19 H IJAW F
forT 7 o 37 A wH FEHAERT IERR Siidrl I8 Th
gfaari¥e TSI (YAF 2 a¥) JEHR § S
Hdlfelged ICAR (ARAIT ¥ HJHUT IRVE) HHAAN
¥E (RICAREA) 3R Jfeldg dsd fafAcs garm wegd
fhar aram a1l SEH INR 2 STE H dAhg JIERR AR
Teh YRIEd 99 f&am Srar gl

qIEHR $H AT G :

qd SHUAR HelldAcerh, IRTH GRIGT hl e8Il
arell Ig« FfATT & dF gdor g FN g,
fRrefor, AR 3R WRMEe" & &7 H 3eid NG H
AT & & fIU qEPR & v oged & &1 @og
forar &1 9dior U9 o 9Rd, SoRisd 3R gfeyur 3mhrenr
H e 8 W 13 Iegeue AR 6 9UA
qRATSTATIT T FHTe|




Sl UH UH TAHAYS qIEHR & a1 H:

- Ig 9iaftsd qWEHR 2004 H 3. TH.UH.
TATHATYA 8 &1 gRA Hifd & &I aFgHR |

« Ig QIEPN HW AU JN hE H 3cpse
IeTETeT & folT 3R §HT @i geaT 3R $iy 6
feear & fav teh 3eliad 3uafsyr Y& gl

« YQWEHR g & foU gorr g, I¢ 3TH TEIAT S
3 &l

Smart Cities Mission (SCM)

The deadline for completing projects under the Smart Cities Mission (SCM) has been
extended for all 100 participating cities to June 2023 due to the delays caused by
COVID-19 and based on a NITI Aayog recommendation in August.

Smart Cities mission:

e Gol launched the smart cities mission in 2015.

e The cities were given five years to complete the projects under the mission, with the
first set of Smart Cities expected to complete in 2021.

e The objective is to integrate city functions, utilize scarce resources more efficiently,
and improve the quality of life of citizens.

e Itis an innovative initiative under the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.

e Itis a Centrally Sponsored Scheme.

Smart city is envisaged to have four pillars:

Social Infrastructure.

Physical Infrastructure.

Institutional Infrastructure (including Governance).
Economic Infrastructure.

== CY IR =



Progress made under this scheme (as of June 2021):

e Of the total proposed projects under this mission, 5,924 projects have been tendered,
work orders have been issued for 5,236 and 2,665 projects are fully operational.

e 212 PPP projects worth Rs. 24,964 crore have been grounded/completed

e 70 Smart cities have developed. operationalized their Integrated Command and
Control Centres (ICCCs) in the country.

Challenges ahead:

1. A lot of progress is desired in creating energy-efficient and green buildings.

2. Making Urban Bodies self-reliant.

3. The share of public transport is declining, it needs to be increased to meet the needs
of increasing urbanization.

4. Rising air pollution, increase in road congestion due to an increase in urbanization.
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India, Bangladesh to celebrate Maitiri Diwas on 6
December

India and Bangladesh have decided to celebrate December 6, the day on which India formally
recognized Bangladesh, as “Maitri Diwas” (Friendship Day). During the visit of PM Narendra
Modi to Bangladesh in March 2021 to attend the national day of Bangladesh, it was decided to
commemorate 6 December as Maitri Diwas (Friendship Day). Ten days before the liberation of
Bangladesh, India had recognised Bangladesh on 6 December 1971. India was one of the first
countries to establish bilateral diplomatic ties with Bangladesh.

According to the joint statement issued by the Ministry of External Affairs, Prime
Minister Modi highlighted that Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, one of the



greatest leaders of modern times, will be remembered for his courage and indelible

contribution to Bangladesh’s emergence as a sovereign country.

About the Maitri Diwas:

The Maitri Diwas is being commemorated in 18 countries around the world apart from Dhaka
and Delhi. These countries are Belgium, Canada, Egypt, Indonesia, Russia, Qatar, Singapore,
UK, Australia, France, Japan, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Switzerland, Thailand, UAE
and USA.

The holding of Maitri Diwas is a reflection of the deep and abiding friendship between the
people of India and Bangladesh that have been forged in blood and shared sacrifices.
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Himachal Pradesh Police honoured with ‘President’s
Colour’ award

Himachal Pradesh Police has conducted the ‘President’s Colour Award’ ceremony at
Shimla’s historic Ridge Ground. The Governor bestowed the ‘President’s Color Award’ to the
State Police on this occasion. Director-General of Police Sanjay Kundu received the award on
the behalf of state police. The Chief Guest was Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar, while
Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur was also there as a special guest. Himachal Pradesh Police is
India’s eighth state police force to receive this honour.

About the President Colour:



‘President Colour’ is a special achievement, demonstrating that the state police ranks
highly in the service of humanity, as well as performance, professionalism, integrity,

human rights protection, and other factors.
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National Green Tribunal (NGT)

The National Green Tribunal (NGT), Eastern Zone, has imposed a fine of %2 crore on
the Jindal Steel and Power Limited (JSPL) for changing the natural course
of Kurbadahali Nalla (water channel) in Odisha’s Angul district.

What’s the issue?

A complaint filed with NGT said that the JSPL had unauthorisedly usurped the Nandira
River in Angul in connivance with the State authorities and filled it up with earth thereby
completely obliterating the river.

About NGT:

e Established on 18th October, 2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010.

e Established for effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to
environmental protection and conservation of forests and other natural resources.

e New Delhi is the Principal Place of Sitting of the Tribunal and Bhopal, Pune,
Kolkata and Chennai shall be the other four places of sitting of the Tribunal.

e The Tribunal is not bound by the procedure laid down under the Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908, but shall be guided by principles of natural justice.

e NGT is mandated to make disposal of applications or appeals finally within 6
months of filing of the same.

With the establishment of the NGT, India became the third country in the world to
set up a specialised environmental tribunal, only after Australia and New
Zealand, and the first developing country to do so.

Composition:

Sanctioned strength: The act allows for up to 40 members (20 expert members and
20 judicial members).

Chairman: Is the administrative head of the tribunal, also serves as a judicial member
and is required to be a serving or retired Chief Justice of a High Court or a judge
of the Supreme Court of India.

Selection:

1. Members are chosen by a selection committee (headed by a sitting judge of the
Supreme Court of India) that reviews their applications and conducts interviews.

2. The Judicial members are chosen from applicants who are serving or retired judges
of High Courts.

3. Expert members are chosen from applicants who are either serving or retired
bureaucrats not below the rank of an Additional Secretary to the Government of India
(not below the rank of Principal Secretary if serving under a state government) with a
minimum administrative experience of five years in dealing with environmental
matters. Or, the expert members must have a doctorate in a related field.
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